A stirred solution of the pyrrole benzyl ester 1 [1] (1.20 g, 5.23 mmol, 1 equiv) in dry tetrahydrofuran (100 mL) under an inert atmosphere was cooled to -23°C (dry ice/carbon tetrachloride). Methyllithium (3.27 mL of a 1.6 M solution in ether, 5.23 mmol, 1 equiv) was added over 10 min, and the solution was stirred at -23°C for 1.5 h.
A stirred solution of the pyrrole benzyl ester 1 [1] (1.20 g, 5.23 mmol, 1 equiv) in dry tetrahydrofuran (100 mL) under an inert atmosphere was cooled to -23°C (dry ice/carbon tetrachloride). Methyllithium (3.27 mL of a 1.6 M solution in ether, 5.23 mmol, 1 equiv) was added over 10 min, and the solution was stirred at -23°C for 1.5 h.
1 H NMR analysis of an aliquot from the reaction indicated a 1.2:1 mixture of starting material to product. A further 3.93 mL of methyllithium (6.28 mmol, 1.2 equiv) was added over 10 min, and the solution was stirred at -23°C for an additional 1.5 h. The resultant solution was poured onto an ether/ice bath, and upon melting of the ice the layers were separated. The organic layer was washed with water (2 x 50 mL), aqueous saturated brine (50 mL), dried (MgSO4), and the solvent was removed by evaporation under reduced pressure. 
